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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 14404 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IT, AL 

SUBJECT: DISAPPEARANCE OF ALBANIAN DEFENSE MINISTER 
REF: ROME 12717 (NOTAL) 

1. DURING RECENT CONVERSATION WITH MFA'S ALBANIAN DESK 
OFFICER, VACATIONING ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO TIRANA REPORTED 
THAT THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT BEQIR BALLUKU HAS IN FACT BEEN 
DISMISSED AS ALBANIAN DEFENSE MINISTER. HOWEVER, HE NOTED 
THAT THE DISMISSAL HAS NOT BEEN OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED. THE 
AMBASSADOR ALSO REPORTED THAT THERE ARE STRONG INDICATIONS 
THAT TWO OR THREE OTHER HIGH MILITARY OFFICIALS WERE DIS- 
MISSED FROM THEIR POSTS ALONG WITH BALLUKU. 

2. THE AMBASSADOR STATED THAT THERE ARE ESSENTIALLY TWO 
THEORIES WHICH PURPORT TO EXPLAIN REASONS FOR BALLUKU'S 
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DIFFERING OPINIONS ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ALBANIAN 
DEFENSE APPARATUS. OTHERS SUGGEST THAT BALLUKU FELL FROM 
POWER BECAUSE HE PRESSED CHINESE FOR MORE MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
THAN THEY WERE WILLING TO SUPPLY. ANGERED BY BALLUKU'S 
CONTINUED REQUESTS, PEKING REPORTEDLY THEN PLACED PRESSURE 
ON HOXHA TO RELIEVE BALLUKU OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES. SUP- 
PORTERS OF EACH OF ABOVE-MENTIONED THEORIES GENERALLY ARE 
IN AGREEMENT THAT PRO-SOVIET ATTITUDES ALSO PLAYED ROLE IN 
BALLUKU'S DOWNFALL. 

3. AMBASSADOR REJECTED THESIS THAT BALLUKU'S DISMISSAL 
RESULTED FROM UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT ON HIS PART TO WREST 
CONTROL FROM HOXHA THROUGH A COUP OR OTHER MEANS. VOLPE 
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